Notes on the Interwrite School Pad
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An Introduction

The School Pad is an amazing piece of educational technology that can be used in a variety of ways in all content areas.  Basically the pad is a mini version of the Smart Board and is intended to be smaller and more mobile student centered piece of educational technology.  The pad itself runs on Bluetooth technology, the same stuff that runs Blackberries and other wireless devices.  In essence, Bluetooth technology is a way to wirelessly connect a device to either the internet or another piece of hardware.  In this case Bluetooth technology wirelessly connects the School Pad to a computer.
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From an aesthetic perspective the School Pad looks a little…well…cheesy, but don’t be fooled by its looks. The amazing thing about the board is that it works at great distances so it will have no trouble linking in the classroom.  Also, the software package that comes with it (it’s installed on TOW#9) is fantastic.  There are a TON of graphics, symbols, maps, pictures, charts, and graphs that students can interact with while using the School Pad.  

There are two main modes that the School Pad operates in – Office and Interactive.  The Office Mode allows you to interact DIRECTLY with Microsoft programs such as Word, PowerPoint, and Excel.  This means that you can annotate, or highlight documents (in your own handwriting no less!) and then save the changes directly to the document.  The Interactive mode allows you to manipulate web pages, pictures, as well as anything that comes with the software.  You can draw, underline, move, plot, and just about anything else you can do with a traditional paper and pen (and a whole lot more).  Below are some general tips for using the Pad and some resources for lessons etc.  Good luck and enjoy!
· If you install the software on your own computer installing the USB Bluetooth receiver can be tricky.  On the bright side, the company website gives very clear and easy to follow directions that you can follow even if you don’t know what they mean (no small feat in the world of instructional technology!).  Check out http://www.gtcocalcomp.com/supportinterwritetroubleshooting.htm
· PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE!!!!  The pad is a bit like the little credit card screens at stores that you have to sign – at first they are tough to figure out but once you do it enough it gets easier.  Beware – it will take a while to get the hang of it.

· The ways to use the School Pad are virtually endless, but if you need some ideas to get the ball rolling check out http://www.gtcocalcomp.com/erc/lessons.htm for some great lessons.  The only catch is that they are mostly designed for elementary grades but most can be adapted for secondary use.
· While actually using the software there are a few things to keep in mind.

· There is a record function on the board - this means that you can record students work as they do it and then play it back.  This is a neat feature but it is slightly complicated so play with it before you try it in class.

· BEWARE the setting of your cursor.  One of the tricky things about the School Pad is that you have to click on a tool bar every time you want to do something different.  This can become problematic when changing between the cursor and let’s say the marker function because you may forget to switch and create unwanted markings on the image.  This isn’t a huge problem but it is annoying at first.
· PRACTICE PRACTICE PRACTICE – This goes not only for you (see above) but also for the students.  This is especially true of younger students who may have handwriting difficulty without the Pad.  Remember, students will not be able to look down and see what they are writing; it will all be on the computer so spatial relationships may be problematic. 

· There are TWO ways to use the stylus – with a plug-in cord or wireless.  The wireless version runs on batteries and the cord provides the power for the other.  My advice is whichever way it comes LEAVE IT THAT WAY unless you are handy, a bit tech savvy, and can figure out things with small wires – OTHERWISE LEAVE IT ALONE.  Now, if the batteries die (the stylus won’t work) then find someone who matches the above description and ask them nicely to help you or contact Dr. Wright – actually that is probably the first option. 

· The software itself is easy to figure out.  Again, the company website has some GREAT online tutorials (some with nifty videos) just in case you run into any problems.  Check them out at  http://www.gtcocalcomp.com/erc/interwritetutorials.htm
That is all I have to offer on the Interwrite School Pad.  If you come across any bugs, gremlins, or figure out some outrageously helpful tip please contact:

Dr. Vivian Wright vwright@bamaed.ua.edu
Or

John Codega (GA) codeegs@hotmail.com
