CPS
CLASSROOM PERFORMANCE SYSTEM


The CPS, or Classroom Performance System is an easy and effective way to:

· Incorporate technology into a lesson

· Effectively assess student knowledge

· Review for tests and quizzes.

The CPS does a number to interesting and increasingly complicated functions.  For most College of Education students, the CPS is a great way to get technology into a lesson (and fulfill a class requirement!)  For a one off use, the CPS is best used as a way to quiz students or review for a test.  This piece of technology is VERY easy to use and students enjoy the “clickers”.  So now that you have the CPS let’s start putting together a lesson.  Here are the steps to constructing a simple quiz or review.
1. First, open the application – the icon looks like one of the remotes and is labeled cps.exe: 
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· After you open the program, a small box will pop up telling you about all of the wonderful (and way too involved for most purposes) functions that the CPS can perform (See Figure 1a).  If you really like gadgets or want to get into the complicated functions of the CPS this is the place to explore its capabilities, but for a one time use, just X out of that box..  Now you are left with a screen that resembles Microsoft Access (See Figure 1 below)

2. In the top left corner, click on FILE.

· New Database

· (think of the database as another name for the CPS file)
· (See Figure 2 below)

3. A box will pop up and ask where you want to save this database.  Like any other file, chose a place where you can find it easily.  Also, if you are teaching different grades/subject areas you may consider a name that identifies which class the quiz will be for (ex. World History or 4th Period)
4. Once the software creates the database you will see the file come up on in the box on the left hand side of the screen.  Now, right click on the file name (it has a small icon, like the one above, next to it).  

· Move the mouse over NEW and another drop down box will appear.  

· Click on “Lesson”

5. A new box will appear – you must give the lesson a name (Industrial Revolution, Verbs, Fractions, etc).  You also have the option to give the lesson a description (not necessary but feel free to) and Unique Identifier (again, only if you want to).

· See Figure 3

· Hit “OK”

6. You will see your lesson has appeared on the right side of the screen BUT DO NOT CLICK IT YET!  At this point, on the LEFT hand side of the screen,  you will see your database and under that will be the lesson.

· RIGHT click on the lesson.

· Again, move the mouse over to NEW
· Now click on QUESTION (it is at the bottom of the box)

7. The “CPS Question Author” box will pop up.  This, as the title implies, is where you create quiz/review questions.  On the upper right part of this box there is a drop down box labeled TEMPLATE.  This is where you create the type of question.  

· MC = Multiple Choice – there are a number of options here.

- MC2, Question Graphic II means that you will have a question, a graphic,   and two multiple choice answers.  All of the variations are there – you can have graphics for answers or the question.  Take some time and experiment with all of the choices to find the one that works best for you.  
8. ***Once you have created a question, click on the disk with the arrow next to it (pointing ( this way).  This will save the question and move to the next one.  This will save the question so don’t worry about trying to save the question in a separate place.***

9. Once you have made all of the questions X out of the box.  Now you are left with the original screen.  On the RIGHT side of the screen you will see a list of your questions.  To start the lesson CLICK on the lesson on the LEFT side of the screen.  Once the lesson is highlighted, click on the ENGAGE LESSON ICON directly above.  This begins your lesson.

10. Now a screen will pop up called SESSION SETUP (See Figure 4).  Here you have to select a class.  For our purposes just click on the CREATE button (right next to the CLASS drop down box).  Another box will pop up…just hit OK.

11.  The lesson is READY TO GO!  Hit START.
· Now thin box will appear at the top of your screen.  Hit the QUESTIONS icon.  When you do a small box will appear directly below – this should be the name of your lesson.  Drag the mouse over to QUESTION 1.  This will start the quiz/review.

12. Hit START and a timer will begin – usually 1 minute.  To view student responses click on the icon that looks like a grid (it’s blue and white).  When this screen comes you can view who has answered and if they got the question correct.   
If you are looking for a more in depth examination of the CPS and how to access its multitude of functions check out the teacher guide here (click on the user guide for PC’s)
Figure 1a
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Get Started with CPS!

Welcome to the Classroom Performance System! This QuickStart Guide will help yon find
your way creating fun, interactive lessons for your studets.

()| Setup your CPS Response System
Would you like help setting up your CPS response spstem? Click on the logo for

instructions on setting up your receiver, detecting the correct COM Port, and using
the response pads.

Create a New Database

Are you ready to create anew database? Use databases to store your classes,
essons, Gradebook, and team activites. Click on the book icon for instructions

ﬂ’ Create a Class

Need to create a new class? Create class rosters with information such as name,
student ID, pad ID mumber, gender, and ethicity to help you keep track of your
students' progress. Click the icon for information on creating a class, naming a class,
entering student dafa, and managing your class

Create a Lesson

Ready to start creating lessons? Create lessons using PowerPoint, Chalkboard, or
just plain old Q&A. Click the icon for information on tiling your lessons, creating

lesson questions, and using different question types. Then, follow the link here to

engage a pre-cxisting lesson or from using the FastGrade feature
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[image: image3.jpg]PowerPoint
03 Evamivien




Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Figure 4
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